
 
 

Information for Gifted Children 
 
I recommend that careful thought be put into an educational program that both stimulates and enriches Gifted children’s cognitive 
development. 
 
For example, research* shows that bright children need to be introduced to learning from the point of view of an enquirer, an explorer, 
or a question asker.  Bright learners should experience the kind of thinking that leads to new discovery at every opportunity.  
Therefore, teachers should strive to: 
 

1. Help students to make broad connections in memory. 
2. Use knowledge widely in new situations. 
3. Use different learning modes, not always verbal. 
4. Invent new solutions to problems. 
5. Value elegant solutions, not just right answers. 
6. Emphasize planning of response strategies. 
7. Relate new learning to old. 
8. Assessing patterns, relations, missing and redundant information. 
9. Downplay (but do not ignore) low-level functions. 
10. Reinforce and model metacognitive strategies. 
11. Provide diverse tasks that require the application of new learning in different contexts and media in order to promote 

generalization. 
12. Nurture an awareness of self-regulatory activity. 

 
 
*Heller, Kurt; Monks, Franz; Passow, A. Harry (1993): International Handbook of Research and  Development of Giftedness and 
Talent. (Pages 142, 143) Oxford, England: Pergamon 
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